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Third Sunday of Advent

Sunday 12 December 2021
10.30am




Please stand as the clergy enters

Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the
Lord Jesus Christ.
Amen.

THE PEACE
May the God of peace make you completely holy, ready for

the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The Peace of the Lord
be always with you.

And also with you.

We offer one another a sign of God’s peace.

Please sit for the lighting of the Advent Candle

Jesus said, ‘Keep awake, for you do not know on what day
your Lord is coming.’

Amen. Come soon, Lord Jesus!

The candle/s are lit and this response is used -

Jesus is the light of the world.
A light no darkness can ever put out.

Let us pray:

The Advent candle prayer is read.




Please stand to sing

HYMN
Numbers can be found on your pew sheet and hymn board

COLLECT FOR PURITY

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open,

all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hidden:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and
worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

We come before God who knows our secrets, our thoughts
and our hearts to ask for forgiveness and peace.

Please sit

Most loving God we confess that we have not loved in
thought, word or deed. We have not loved you or our
neighbours, or ourselves. We are sorry, and repent our
hardness of heart. Forgive us, heal us and help us to abide
in your love.

May Almighty God have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins,
restore us in faith, and bring us to eternal life, through
Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.




KYRIE

Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

Christ, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

COLLECT OF THE DAY

God of power and mercy, you call us once again to celebrate
the coming of your Son. Remove those things which hinder
love of you, that when he comes he may find us waiting in
awe and wonder for him who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

First Reading: Zephaniah 3.14-20

Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel!

Rejoice and exult with all your heart, O daughter Jerusalem!
The LORD has taken away the judgements against you, he has
turned away your enemies. The king of Israel, the LORD, is in
your midst; you shall fear disaster no more. On that day it
shall be said to Jerusalem: Do not fear, O Zion; do not let
your hands grow weak. The LORD, your God, is in your midst,
a warrior who gives victory; he will rejoice over you with
gladness, he will renew you in his love; he will exult over you
with loud singing as on a day of festival. | will remove




disaster from you, so that you will not bear reproach for it.

| will deal with all your oppressors at that time. And | will
save the lame and gather the outcast, and | will change their
shame into praise and renown in all the earth. At that time |
will bring you home, at the time when | gather you; for | will
make you renowned and praised among all the peoples of
the earth, when | restore your fortunes before your eyes,
says the LORD.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Second Reading: Philippians 4.4-7

Rejoice in the Lord always; again | will say, Rejoice. Let your
gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not
worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made
known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in
Christ Jesus.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand to sing

GRADUAL HYMN

Please remain standing




GOSPEL: Luke 3.7-18

Hear the good news of our Lord Jesus Christ according to
Luke.

Glory to Christ our Saviour. (Said)

John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by
him, ‘You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the
wrath to come? Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not
begin to say to yourselves, “We have Abraham as our
ancestor”; for | tell you, God is able from these stones to
raise up children to Abraham. Even now the axe is lying at
the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not
bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.

And the crowds asked him, ‘What then should we do?’ In
reply he said to them, ‘Whoever has two coats must share
with anyone who has none; and whoever has food must do
likewise.” Even tax-collectors came to be baptized, and they
asked him, ‘Teacher, what should we do?’ He said to them,
‘Collect no more than the amount prescribed for you.’
Soldiers also asked him, ‘And we, what should we do?’ He
said to them, ‘Do not extort money from anyone by threats
or false accusation, and be satisfied with your wages.” As
the people were filled with expectation, and all were
qguestioning in their hearts concerning John, whether he
might be the Messiah, John answered all of them by saying,
‘I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful
than | is coming; | am not worthy to untie the thong of his
sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.




His winnowing-fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing-floor
and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he
will burn with unguenchable fire.” So, with many other
exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the people.

Give thanks to the Lord for his glorious Gospel.
Praise to Christ our Lord. (Said)

SERMON

Please sit

(We pause to listen to a short piece of music for personal reflection)

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
Please stand

We believe in God the Father,
from whom every family

in heaven and on earth is named.
We believe in God the Son,

who lives in our hearts through faith,
and fills us with his love.

We believe in God the Holy Spirit,
who strengthens us

with power from on high.

We believe in one God;

Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.




Please sit
INTERCESSIONS

THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT

Please stand to sing

OFFERTORY HYMN

Please remain standing

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation;

through your goodness we have this bread to offer,
which earth has given and human hands have made;
it will become for us the bread of life.

Blessed be God for ever.

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation;

Through your goodness we have this wine to offer,
fruit of the vine and work of human hands;

it will become the cup of our salvation.

Blessed be God for ever.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give God thanks and praise.




Worship and praise belong to you, God our maker.

Out of nothing, you called all worlds to be, and still you draw
the universe to its fulfilment. Dawn and evening celebrate
your glory till time shall be no more.

In Christ your Son the life of heaven and earth were joined,
sealing the promise of a new creation, given, yet still to
come. Taught by your Spirit, we who bear your threefold
likeness look for the City of Peace in whose light we are
transfigured and the earth transformed.

As children of your redeeming purpose who await the
coming of your Son, we offer you our praise, with angels and
archangels and the whole company of heaven, singing the
hymn of your unending glory:

(Sung)

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord,

God of power and might.

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he, O blessed is he

who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Hosanna in the highest.

Please sit




Glory and thanksgiving be to you, most loving Father.

In Jesus, you showed us yourself. Our hope is built on him,
the first, the last, the living one. Obedient, even to accepting
death, He opened the gate of glory and calls us now to share
the life of heaven.

Before he was given up to suffering and death, alight with
the vision of a feast that heralded a kingdom yet to come,
at supper with his disciples he took bread and offered you
thanks. He broke the bread, and gave it to them, saying:

“Take, eat. This is my Body: it is broken for you.”

After supper, he took the cup, he offered you thanks,
and gave it to them saying:

“Drink this, all of you. This is my Blood of the new
covenant; it is poured out for you, and for all, that sins
may be forgiven. Do this in remembrance of me.”

We now obey your Son's command.

We recall his blessed passion and death,

his glorious resurrection and ascension;

and we look for the coming of his Kingdom.
Made one with him,

we offer you these gifts and with them ourselves,
a single, holy, living sacrifice.
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Hear us, most merciful Father, and send your Holy Spirit
upon us and upon this bread and this wine, that,
overshadowed by his life-giving power, they may be the
Body and Blood of your Son, and we may be kindled with
the fire of your love and renewed for the service of your
Kingdom.

Help us, who are baptised into the fellowship of Christ's
Body to live and work to your praise and glory; may we
grow together in unity and love until at last, in your new
creation, we enter into our heritage in the company of the
Virgin Mary, the apostles and prophets, St Cuthbert,

and of all our brothers and sisters living and departed.

Through Jesus Christ our Lord, with whom, and in whom,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory be to you,
Lord of all ages, world without end. Amen.

BREAKING OF THE BREAD

The living bread is broken for the life of the world.
Lord, unite us in this sign.

LORD’S PRAYER

As our Saviour Christ has commanded and taught us, we are
bold to say:
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Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come;

thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

COMMUNION

Lamb of God; you take away the sins of the world:
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God; you take away the sins of the world:
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God; you take away the sins of the world:
grant us peace.

INVITATION

Draw near with faith. Receive the Body of our Lord Jesus
Christ, which was given for you, and his blood, which was
shed for you. Remember that he died for you, and feed on

him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving.

(Music for the sharing of Communion)
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THANKSGIVING AND SENDING OUT

Give thanks to our gracious God
Whose mercy endures for ever.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER

God of new beginnings, you draw near to us in word and
sacrament to strengthen and renew us; kindle in us the fire
of your Spirit, may your light so shine through us that all
may welcome your Son at his coming. We ask this in the
name of Jesus Emmanuel. Amen.

Please stand to sing
HYMN
BLESSING

Christ the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you and scatter
the darkness from before your path; and the blessing of God
almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be among
you and remain with you always. Amen.

DISMISSAL

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.

VOLUNTARY
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St Cuthbert’s Notes )
12 December 2021

Hymns: S )
223 - Glorious things of thee are spoken (omit v 3)

506 - May the mind of Christ my Saviour

774 - Thy kingdom come, O God

777 - To God be the glory!

Readings:
Zephaniah 3.14-20; Philippians 4.4-7; Luke 3.7-18

Services in Church:
Current Covid-19 restrictions:

- Masks will continue to be worn in church, including when singing

- No social distancing, so you may sit anywhere
(If you would prefer to continue to socially distance in church,
please let us know in advance)

- Hymn books and reusable orders of service will be used

- Communion will be received at the altar (please be aware of those
around you and only move forward when invited by the welcomer.
We continue to receive the wafer only)

- Booking is no longer required to attend a service, however we still
have to keep a record of those attending for 21 days following, so

please make sure the welcomer takes your name on arrival.

St. Salvadotr's Food Bank:

Nicki is collecting food to support Rev Andrew Bain with his food
bank. If you are able to bring in any non-perishable foods to church,
or drop them into the porch at the rectory, the last delivery will be
made the week commencing 12th of December. With thanks.
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Services in December
Sunday

19 — as normal, 8.30am and 10.30am

26™ — 9.30am Said Eucharist
(no 8.30am or 10.30am service)

Additional Services
Sunday 19", 6pm — Nine Lessons & Carols

Christmas Eve:
3.30pm - Crib Service
11.30pm - Midnight Mass

Christmas Day:
10.30am - Family Service

The Sign:

If you would like a copy of “The Sign’ monthly magazine posted to
you in 2022, subscriptions are due by 31 January. The annual
subscription cost for a postal copy is £18. If paying by cheque, please
make payable to St Cuthbert’s Episcopal Church and hand 1n, give to
one of our welcomers when you attend a service, or send to Marie,
Church Administrator, c/o The Rectory, 6 Westgarth Avenue,

EH13 0BD. Payment can also be made by bank transfer if you prefer,
using the reference ‘Sign’. If you require any further details, contact
stcuthbertscolinton@gmail.com or Tel: 07305 911986.

Thank you for your continued support.

Cards for Good Causes:

Cards for Good Causes is selling charity Christmas cards on behalf of
many local and national charities. We are based at St John's church on
Princes Street, and our opening hours are 10:00 to 16:00 Monday to

Saturday, apart from service times. We will be here till 18 December.

Thank you.
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Cameroon Crowdfunder Project:

Patrick Miller and his wife from St. Fillan's are asking if you could
please support a crowdfunder for a project in Cameroon aiming to end
bushmeat hunting, which is threatening to destroy a national park with
a very diverse ecosystem, and to feed villages in Cameroon. Donations
from /5 up are very welcome. The internet link

is http://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/stop-bushmeat-hunting-feed-
people-cameroon - or you could phone Patrick Miller at 0131 477
6970. Alternatively, you could speak to Rev. Margaret Dineley, who
also has some leaflets giving more details, which she will bring to the
service on December 12th.

St Cuthbert’s Badminton Club:

Once called the ‘Senior’ Badminton Club, to identify it from that run by
the Youth Fellowship, the club has managed to reopen following the
COVID lockdown. We meet to play on Monday evenings at 8pm in the
Church Hall. In existence from about 1940, the club 1s non-competitive
and open to those over 18. We currently have vacancies for new
members. For more details, contact Barry Tatlock (444 2919) or Archie
Clark (449 4703).

Weekly Prayer:

Dear Father, so that the world can be a better place, we pray for the
advent of your kingdom. May we expedite that advent by trying to put
selflessness, love and kindness at the centre of our lives. Help us to
create peace and a sense of justice amongst those around us. Let us
strive to do this in your name, dear Lord. Amen.

www.stcuthbertscolinton.org.uk
Facebook: @stcuthbertscolinton
Instagram: stcuthbertscolinton
Twitter: @stcuthbertsSEC
YouTube:
St Cuthbert’s Scottish Episcopal Church
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